
Devil’s Spittleful and Blackstone Farm Fields – a summary of the management plan 
 

Brief Description 
The Devil’s Spittleful Nature Reserve is located one-and-a-half miles south-west of Kidderminster, 
North Worcestershire.  Along with the neighbouring Rifle Range Reserve and Burlish Top, managed 
by the Wyre Forest District Council, as well as part of the West Midland Safari Park it encompasses 
111 hectares, making this Worcestershire's largest tract of surviving heathland. The entire site is 
included within the Devil's Spittleful Site of Special Scientific Interest owing to its interesting lowland-
heath character.   Land under Trust ownership, the Devil’s Spittleful nature reserve of 25 hectares 
was increased in 2006 with the acquisition of three fields, 19 hectares, at neighbouring Blackstone. 
This provides an opportunity to enhance and extend the area of heathland as it one of the county's 
scarcest and most threatened habitats.  
 
The underlying geology of new red sandstone is exposed in many places, most notably as a rock 
outcrop in the centre of the reserve, known as the Devil’s Spittleful. The soils are generally thin, 
sandy and acidic. The shallow, freely-draining sandy soils together with past human disturbances to 
the site have given rise to the mosaic of wildlife habitats and plant communities. Most notable are 
the open areas of heather and grassland which, together with oak and birch woodland constitute 
lowland heath. The existing site is a mosaic of heath habitats, most noted for its population of red-
data-listed wasps and mining bees, other invertebrates e.g. (pearl-bordered fritillary) and also 
common lizards. Woodlark bred on site for the first time in many decades in 2006 and nightjar heard 
in 2013.  Yellow hammer and whitethroat breed on site.  Grey hair grass and bucks-horn plantain, 
typically coastal plants, grow on the Site of Special Scientific Interest as well as heath-dog violet 
which is locally notable.  
 
The nature of heaths owes their existence to subsistence agriculture, whereby people used to 
regularly graze the land and harvest the produce off it e.g. timber, firewood, kindling, bracken, brash, 
peat, and fodder such as broom and gorse. 
 
The Devil’s Spittleful was notified as a Site of Special Scientific Interest in 1955. The reserve lies within 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Wyre Forest Heaths Living Landscape, which has been identified as a 
target area for the Trust to try and increase biodiversity through partnership working with other 
landowners. 
 
Access on the Devils Spittleful is via well marked permissive pathways and several public rights of 
way. There is no public access permitted on Blackstone Fields. 
 
Management Aims 
The overall aim for this reserve is to maintain, restore and create lowland heathland communities. 
The site currently encompasses a range of existing habitats which reflects the dynamic nature of 
heathland ecology. The forces of natural succession are constantly working against the main 
objective of conserving open dwarf shrub lowland heath. In recent years there have been major 
attempts to introduce more effective management including extensive scrub and tree removal and 
the introduction of grazing.  Management work aims to mimic subsistence agriculture. 
 
The heathland area will be extended through a long-term programme on the adjacent fields at 
Blackstone.  Nutrient levels will be reduced over the next five years through a nutrient-stripping 



cropping regime, in order that heathland habitat restoration becomes feasible in the future. 
 
Rationale 
Heathland is an endangered habitat.   This large tract of surviving heath needs to be maintained, 
consolidated and expanded where possible. Areas of land restored in the previous decade need 
continual monitoring. Management work will need to adapt over time to respond to both predictable 
and unpredictable changes.   
 
Summary of Management 
 
Devil’s Spittleful 

 Monitoring, especially plant life and changing dynamics since restoration, bees and wasps, 
breeding birds. 

 Graze entire site to reduce nutrient levels, keep tree seedlings in check and maintain open 
habitat.     

 Reduce dominance of broom, bracken, birch, aspen and oak. 

 Manage majority of scrub and trees on a rotational coppice. 

 Reduction of disturbance from visitors and dogs through temporary fencing, signage and 
wardening for areas used by ground nesting birds. 

 
 Blackstone 

 Annual monitoring of soils, invertebrates, bees and wasps and plant life. 

 Nutrient stripping through special cropping regimes to reduce fertility and to maintain existing 
flora and invertebrate interest at Blackstone 

 Manage visitor interest of poppy dominated fallow fields 

 Plan the re-creation of heathland  
 

All site 

 Control injurious weeds such as ragwort 

 Maintain infrastructure e.g. stock fencing and gateways 

 Promote heathland conservation to visitors and heathland owners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


